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• Ron Berger shares a student project with 
elementary school students to illuminate the 
power of critique and multiple drafts. Austin 
was a first-grade student in Boise, Idaho who 
created a scientific drawing of a butterfly for a 
note card that would be sold to raise funds for 
butterfly habitats. 

• Ron shows students six drafts of this drawing, 
and elicits their kind, specific and helpful 
critique to consider how each draft could 
improve.

• The progress of the drawing from a primitive 
first draft to an impressive final draft has a 
powerful message about practice: with time, 
clarity, critique and support, practising tasks 
can lead to far better pieces of work. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCsQHe-NpaM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SCsQHe-NpaM
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