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Half Term Success Stories

North Essex Maths Olympiad
This term, ten Year 9 students travelled to the Tendring
Education Centre to take part in the North Essex Maths Olympiad
(NEMOs). In this competition, teams of 4 from schools across
Essex compete in a series of maths challenges to win a prize.
Stanway School was proud to enter 3 teams who all exemplified
the Stanway Standards and represented the school excellently.
Narrowly beaten by some strong competition, the Stanway
teams were not winners this time, however left the event having
successfully completed some seriously tricky maths problems -
well done to all those who took part.

Here at Stanway School we've had a lovely start to 2023 with students taking part in various
competitions and enjoying trips and visits, attending our Celebration Breakfasts and marking
their achievements.

Sparx Maths
A huge well done to the top 5 students of the school who have been completing their Sparx
homework and going above and beyond by doing extra work on it. Well done to everyone who
has been completing their Sparx homework, keep it up!
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VEX IQ Robotics Competition
VEX, been busy! Four competitions run with students from Year 7-10.
We have had a semi finals entry and even got through to the finals at
one competition! Some excellent effort and teamwork were shown by
the students who showed up so well we made the local newspaper as
the lead image!

In addition to this we also had a student take away the judges award
bringing home a trophy for the Stanway School. With a number of
close calls during the competition’s we are yet to hear if a team will be
making it through to the national finals but the effort and hard work
shown by all undoubtedly means they deserve a place!

Many thanks to the students and also the parents who supported the
outstanding efforts.

Mr Russell

Well done to all
the students
involved for

their excellent
effort and
teamwork.
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On 15 December 2022, 48 very excited students in Key Stage 4 left a cold
and snowy Colchester with 5 staff for the very much longed for Christmas
Market Trip to Germany. What an amazing time we all had!
We began by taking a coach to Heathrow Airport and after check-in, we
boarded our plane to Zurich, Switzerland. Although we had some first-time
fliers with us, the students all behaved impeccably and, armed with copious
amounts of sweets for the flight, we had a short journey to our hotel. 

Once we arrived at the Hotel Rebstock in Rust, our home for the next 3
nights, we quickly put our luggage into our rooms and then all went off to
the Lidl supermarket to grab some lunch. This was not as quick a process
as we had envisaged as the students seemed very intrigued by some of the
products available to buy and we all walked back to the hotel armed with
fresh rolls, pastries, fruit juice, snack sausages and much more! One room
even managed to buy some butter for their bread and use the outside of
their windowsill as a fridge! That evening we enjoyed a three-course meal
before heading out to the Magic Cinema to watch the new Avatar film in 4D,
complete with jets of water, vibrating chairs and gusts of wind!

The next day was spent at the amazing Europa Park theme park, just 10
minutes walk away from our hotel. There were lots of shows for those not
looking for too much adventure and exciting rides in and amongst the
winter- themed park and some of the students bought food in the Food Loop
restaurant – the world’s only restaurant where food arrives at your table via
a roller coaster track! In a modern twist, some students also maximised
their time in the park by using a theme park app to monitor queue times,
which being a school day during the term time, were never too long, which
was a real bonus.

Day three was our sightseeing day and we began by exploring the traditional
Black Forest town of Triberg. Here there were a variety of attractions on
offer – the Black Forest museum with its traditional costumes and cuckoo
clocks on display, the Instagram museum (where students were able to take
some fun photos against as series of themed backdrops, and a quick visit to
Germany’s highest waterfalls, the Gutach Falls. After lunch we transferred to
Freiburg, where we began by going up on the Schauinsland Cable car for a
very mysterious panoramic view over the city. It took 20 mins to get up
there, but it was so worth it, even for the faint-hearted members of the
group! Later on, we transferred to the city centre where we walked to the
famous cathedral, the Münster, and we had the opportunity to explore the
Christmas Market at with its various stalls all tempting us to try traditional
foods and drinks, such as sausages and fried potato cakes, chocolate
covered fruit, or hot fruit punch. We saw beautifully decorated wooden huts
all lit up against the darkness of the evening sky, selling lots of different
Christmas products and some of our group bought Christmas presents for
friends and family.

On our final day we we were taken by coach to Stuttgart for our final
Christmas Market experience. During our free time, we had the chance to try
some alternative foods whilst exploring the centre of a different city in the
daylight this time, practising speaking in German and spending the last of
our money before getting back on the coach and heading to the airport. We
had a lovely trop and we all wished we could have stayed longer!

German Visit to the Black Forest
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Say Yes to the Prom Dress




Yes to the Prom Dress had an amazing 21 dresses go out this year on loan! The team worked so
hard, giving up their own time and we are very proud.

Launched in 2019 and with the help of family
and friends of the school plus the power of
social media, we had over 200 dresses, suits
and accessories donated to us (some new
and some preloved), for our students to
choose their outfit from. 

We believe everyone should go to prom if
they wish to. We do not charge for the use of
the dress/suit, however we do suggest a
small donation to cover the dry cleaning
costs, and to support us as a school with
being able to continue offering this service to
future students.

Thank you to everyone who has supported
us.

Say Yes to The Prom dress is
not about affordability its about

justification - many cannot
justify spending hundreds of

pounds on a suit or dress for one
event, that's where the initiative

steps in.
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Author Visit
On 2 February we were lucky to have a visit from Mary
Jarratt, a local author, who has written two books based
on the Roman period, Fires in the Night and Treasure in
the Morning. Mary used to be a teacher herself and the
stories that she has published are based on ones that she
used to tell to her students in class. 

Mary's fictional illustrated books are about what it was
like as a young person living in Colchester at the beginning
of the fall of the Roman Empire and about discovering the
Fenwick Treasure.  

Staff and students
had the opportunity

to talk to Mary
about her books

and on becoming an
author, and for her
to sign the books

that they
purchased.
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Year 7 Enterprise Challenge - Final
Last term our Year 7 students took part in the Brilliant Ideas Enterprise Challengehe the final of
which took place on 20 December with our students having the chance to demonstrate the games
they had created.

As a team they had to come up with a product design, consider who their customers would be.
Come up with a marketing strategy, carry out financial planning, and then pitch their idea to the
judges.

A huge well done
to all our Year 7

students and
congratulations to

our winners.

The winning team was 7CGH with Overgrown OASIS. 

7SWH took second place with Ladder Race and 7SJH were
third with Cluedo - School Edition.
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Darcy's Charity Event in aid of CRY




"I'm Darcy and I'm in Year 8. Sadly I lost my big sister last year. Me and my family held a charity
and awareness event in aid of CRY, the screening service for cardiac risk in the young. If we can
help one young person and encourage them to book an appointment, then we are achieving our
goal." 

For more information about CRY and the services they offer please call 0203 691 0000 or visit
https://www.testmyheart.org.uk.

At a recent
screening event 211

people were
scanned and 8 were
referred for further
testing so it was a

worthwhile
weekend.
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Jack Petchy Achievement Award
Last half term we invited nominations from students, staff and parents for the Jack Petchey
Achievement Awards which recognise academic and community contributions of our students
who have gone above and beyond. After the nominations, the Prefect Team gathered to select
their winners and chose Tallulah (11SH), Yeva (9FMA), and Lauryn (10LWA) as their winners for
demonstrating compassion, kindness and resilience towards others in our school. These three
students, as well as those successfully selected by students from January - June 2022, have
been invited to a celebratory awards ceremony in February too! Furthermore, both Mr MacPhail
and Miss Murphy will receive recognition for their own nominations and awards of the Jack
Petchey Leadership Award.
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Congratulations to those who took part in the Christmas Reading Challenge. All entries were
lucky enough to receive a free book and one lucky Year 8 student was picked at random to win
a £10 Red Lion Books token. Well done everyone!

Christmas Reading Challenge
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School Clubs
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